
THE MEDICAL BENEVOLENT FUND.-A COMPLICATION AT MOORFIELDS.

fraternity. The result of this controversy and of the decided
utterance of professional feeling upon the subject, has been the
complete vindication of the honour and credit of legitimate me-
dicine. Prof. FERGUSSON especially has earned for himself the
respect of his brethren by his manly and candid submission to
their opinion. And the public at large has been forcibly and
usefully impressed with the absurdity of expecting physicians
or surgeons to consult with the professors of homceopathy by
the terse and calm arguments of Sir BENJAMIN BRODIE. ’

The agitation to amend the system of Poor-law Medical

Relief, continued with so much spirit and ability by Mr.
GRIFFIN, must still, we fear, occupy the energies of the pro-
fession. That effectual progress has been made in eliciting in-
formation proving the necessity for amendment, cannot be

denied. It still remains to drive home the logical conse-

quences of the facts brought to light to the convictions of the
country and the Legislature.
The hand of death, which has but so recently eclipsed the

gaiety of England, has also fallen heavily upon the profession.
BALY, CUSACK, PORTER, Sir W. BURNETT, PITTARD, QUEKETT,
Dr. JoHNSON of Sunderland, Dr. ATKIN of Hull, Dr. CATHCART
LEES of Dublin, and the venerable Dr. SHEARMAN are all pro.
minent names. The places of some it will be hard to fill.
THE LANCET is so largely and intimately identified with the

progress of scientific Medicine, and is so steadily regarded as
the exponent and guardian of those interests which concern
the profession in its internal and external relations, that it
cannot be a matter for surprise, in these days of intellectual
activity, that the pressure upon our space has repeatedly
compelled us to extend the number of our columns. The dis-

tinctive feature of THE LANCET is, and always has been, ori-
ginality. Almost every line we print is the direct expression
of the experience and reflection of men who find in these pages
the means of extending the domain of medical knowledge.
Very much of the information thus given to our readers is
evoked or prompted by the facilities we offer for its promul-
gation. The general good is promoted by this diffusion of

knowledge; individuals are largely benefited by the fame that
follows that diffusion. Drawing little or nothing from contem-
porary periodical literature, this journal feeds countless minor
streams.

It must be needless to point out that the policy-the neces-
sity-of a journal of this character is to develop its resources

in proportion to the advances, itself has stimulated, of science.
We thus find we are again compelled to increase the number
of our pages. Already by far the largest weekly medical

journal, the future volumes of THE LANCET will contain addi-
tional supplements.

MR. ToYNBEE, the Treasurer of the Medical Benevolent Fund,
has forwarded us a somewhat lengthy appeal to the members
of the profession in favour of those who, either from misfortune
or illness, require aid from it. We have advocated the claims

of this most meritorious institution on so many occasions, that
it is difficult to do more than reiterate our anxious desire that

it should be liberally supported. There is, we believe, no

society which so well carries out the objects for which it was
established, and which confers so much benefit at so small an
expense, as the Medical Benevolent Fund. Without a paid
staff of officers, without advertisements, it works most effi.

ciently and satisfactorily. Whilst it gives liberally and un-

grudgingly to those who require its aid, it discriminates in a
praiseworthy manner the really deserving applicants from
those who importune merely because they are necessitous. At

this season an appeal to the fortunate and prosperous in our
profession comes with double force. Without detracting from
the merits of kindred societies, it may be urged that the
Medical Benevolent Fund has peculiar claims to the patronage
of the profession. It distributes its alms in secret; it violates
none of the principles on which true charity is founded;
its recipients are not exposed to publicity; and it gives
promptly and liberally. Surely it is unnecessary to add

another word to recommend the institution to attention.

Such a cause requires no adventitious aid even from the press.
It commends itself to support by its unostentatious benevo-
lence, by the strict economy with which its funds are adminis-

tered, and by its antecedents, which unfold a catalogue of
miseries relieved, of ruin averted, and sad hearts made happy
by the beneficent influence it exerts.

Medical Annotations.
Ne quid nimis."

A COMPLICATION AT MOORFIELDS.
THE public journals have recently contained the official

announcement of changes at the Royal London Ophthalmic
Hospital at Moorfields, consequent upon the retirement of Mr.
Poland from the office of surgeon at that institution, and his
election as ophthalmia surgeon at Guy’s Hospital, in the room
of Mr. France, resigned. The vacancy thus occasioned should,
in the natural course of events, have been filled up before this
from the ranks of the assistant-surgeons to the hospital; and
in anticipation of a vacancy thus to be created for an assistant-
surgeon, Mr. Hutchinson and Mr. Lawson have advertised
their candidature, and commenced an active canvass. We
believe that matters have proceeded so far as that at a.

meeting of the Board the vacancy in the office of surgeon was
duly declared, and the day appointed for filling it. However,
a singular hitch has occurred, which has given rise to much-
angry comment. It appears that the office of surgeon to the

hospital at Moorfields can only be held by a Fellow of the
College of Surgeons. Now, the assistant-surgeons next in rota-
tion are two gentlemen who have faithfully served the hospital
for several years, and who hold a deservedly high rank as
scientific ophthalmic surgeons; but it happens that both of
them have omitted to present themselves for the Fellowship of
the College of Surgeons, and they hold at present the position
of Members. Some of the most influential of the authorities
of the institution felt that an opportunity should be given to
these gentlemen to qualify themselves for an election, and thab
meanwhile the office should be kept open. A resolution had
been passed to this effect. This is certainly an act of pure
grace, and the friends of the third assistant-surgeon, who is
already a Fellow, feeling that his chance of passing over the
heads of his senior assistant-surgeons is thereby prejudiced, are
inclined seriously to quarrel with it. It is clearly one of those
matters which may be looked at from two sides. If the
committee were desirous of holding to the strict course of ordi-
nary proceeding, they might, without any imputation of un-
fairness, have consented to pass over the claims of the senior
assistant surgeons, and to take advantage of their present dis-
qualification. On the other hand, since they desire to recognise
their claims, and by an act of grace to afford them the oppor-
tunity of obtaining the Fellowship before the election is pro-



620

ceeded with, we think that this must be accepted as a fair and man that to insist on examining a female contrary to her will
liberal act, which does not call for any reprobation. in reference to such a charge is a proceeding which could only

It is a nice question in hospital ethics. Clearly the present be justified by the warrant of a coroner or magistrate. There

arrangement is open to the imputation of jobbing which in is no ground for imputing anything else than indiscretion to
some circles has been freely cast upon it. But it must be re- Mr. Hodgson, and he seems to have acted under the dictation
membered, that many years of faithful service count for of the police who accompanied him in this breach of the law,
much in the estimation of all who have witnessed it, and are and who led him to believe that their authority was sufficient to
interested in the institution to which that service has been justify the act. The heavy damages in which the surgeon was
devoted. This is not the kind of jobbery which is most mis- mulcted constitute a measure rather of the indignity which the
chievous, since, after all, it is only a stretch of indulgence in plaintiff suffered than of the offence which he committed. His
favour of those who have strong &agrave; priori claims for the promo- is a case which is to be pitied rather than warmly blamed. It
tion in question. is obvious that since he acted in concert with the police, and

Seeing that the arguments are pretty equally balanced on under the authority of two inspectors of that body, they were
either side, it must follow that this is precisely a fitting case primarily in fault, and there is great hardship in making Mr.
for a compromise. The example of several other hospitals in Hodgson the pecuniary scapegoat.
which the nominal distinction between surgeon and assistant- ____

surgeon has been abolished, without always affecting the dis
tribution of the beds for in-patients, suggests the terms for such WORKING MEN’S HOSPITALS.

an arrangement. If Mr. Wordsworth, as senior assistant- THE catholic and wi,1e-stretching sympathies of the actively
surgeon, be elected in three months’ time full surgeon, with a practising physician are fortunately strengthened and aided by
complement of beds, Mr. Streatfeild and Mr. Hulke, F. R. C. S., the influence which the exercise of his daily duties brings to
might properly be nominated as surgeons, with whatever him. There are few good public works in any town in this
arrangement might be desirable as to the duties attaching to country to which your leading medical practitioner has not
their office. In this way the now opposing claims of service contributed either the initiative or important prdctical support.
and of professional rank might, we think, be partially satisfied In this respec the public are widely indebted to the clerical
without wholly ignoring either of them. and medical professions. In the matter of hospitals and dis-

&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash; pensaries especially, and in all that relates to the material

QUASI MEDICO-LEGAL EXAMINATIONS. well being of the population, the medical profession has

A very important caution may be deduced from a painful 
effected far more than armies for the public weal." Nor do

cause (Weir and wife v. Hodgson) tried this week before Mr. 
these merits remain without general recognition and frequenteause (Weir and wife v. Hodgson) tried this week before Mr. &deg; , . i i

Justice Crampton and a common jury at Liverpool. IL was an 
reward. A gratifying testimony was recently afforded to the

action brotght against a surgeon practising at Egremont, near great exertions by which Dr. J. C. Hall may be said to haveaction brought against a surgeon practising at Egremont, near great exertions 

Liverpool, for an assault committed on the female plaintiff founded, as he has successfully led the way in organizing,
under remarkable circumstances. 

on the female plaintiff 
the Sheffield Puhlic Hospital. A testimonial of plate, ofnnder remarkable circumstances. 
the Sheffield Public Hospital. A testimonial of plate, of

Some time about the elL 28ch of Febrnary last, the body of a 
the value of two hundred guineas, was the handsome present

new born child was found in the neighbourhood of the house which accompanied the eulogistic recognition of " his perse-new born Ciiii was found in the neighbourhood of the house which accompanied the ^ eulogist the 

recognition of " his . perse- 
where Mrs. Weir was lodging, in the absence of her husband, vering and strenuous efforts in the cause of humanity to the

a master marmer, who was then at sea. An inquest was being 
sick poor, to which was mainly due the successful establish.

held on the body, when the defendant, on the 1 of March, 
m2nt of the hospital." In an interesting reply to the addressheld on the body, when the defendant, on the 1st of March, presented on the occasion, Dr. Hall, with pardonable pride,went to Mrs. Weir’s lodgings in the company of two inspectors ptesented on the occasion. Dr. Hall, with pardonable pride,

of the district police and a woman, who is the wife of one of revertrd to his onward progress in life, from the day when,
of constables in the force. They 

gained access to Mrs, Weir 
as a stranger, he first came to Sheffield, unknown to any savethe constables in the force. They gained access to Mrs. Weir " as a stranger, he first came to Sheffield, unknown to any saveup-stairs, and the defendant, by way of telling her what he 
a f,,w of his professional brethren, and known to them onlyBp-stairs. and the defendant, ov way of telhng her wtia/t he ’ 

which THE LANCET had been
wanted, said, "Of course vou’have heard of a child being from the favourable opinion which THE LANCET had been

found ?" She said, - Yes, but what has that to do with me?" pleased to express of his contributions to the medical literature
He rehli:;al, "You have partly been suspected of having 1. d of the country," and a useful lesson may be learnt from the
this chitd and having made away with it.’’ She said, "You hstory of such a man’s life thus gradually reaching a period at, child , having i away with i She said, " You whicn hi;; iriends and most distinguished ieilow-townsmen meet
ought tu have known me better." It turned out that the oe- 

which his friends and most distinguished fellow-townsmen meet
fendant had a attendent Mrs. Weir as her medical adviser, but 

to express their approbation and esteem. Dr. Hall laid de-tenaa.nt had attended Mrs. Weir as her medical adviser but 
to express their apprubation and esteem. Dr. Hall laid de-

that a rival named Smythe had been called in by him at her re- 
served emphasis on the connexion which he established for the

quest, and had ultimately superseded him. Mr. Hodgson tolci laer hospital with the more prosperous artizvns. These sentences

on this occasion that he i come t examine her by authority of may be profitably cunsniered by many of the managers of ouron this occasion that he had come to examine her by authority of London hospital whom we have often counselled 
to cultivate

the law and , that she must submit. She rufnsed at izrst, and 
London hospitals, whom we have often counselled to cultivate

the proposed that she must submit. She refused at first and more carefully this bononrable and just source of support forthen proposed to send for Dr. Smythe, who had been attending these institutions:-
*-

her in an illness There was conflicting evidence as 

to whether these institutions:-
.

her in an illness. There was s conficting evidence as to whether 
these ins;i=utions :-

or not she had consented, but Mrs. Weir herself maintained "If, Sir, I may take credit for any portion of those perse.
that there had been no cousent. f-r i these circumstances 

vcrino-a,nd strenuous efforts,’to which B’ou are pleased to alludethat there had been no consent. U n d er these circumstances,i &deg; ’ ’ efforts, ’to whichyou are pleased to allude 
, , ’. " 

’ in that flattering inscription, it is for having endeavoured toshe was subjected to an examination of a nature painful to any impres3 on our industrious classes the important fact, that in-
woman’s feelings, only that the defend nt insisted at the trial stitntions such as this have alike a claim on the pence of the
that it had been conducted in the most delicate manner. The artisan and the gold of the rich, and that when in the receipt
policemen of course were not present at it, but Mrs. Parker, of good wages, and the possession of good health, the working
the woman they h taken with them, was. The case was 

man is bound to provide for the days of sickness and adversity.the woman j had taken with them, was. The case was 
The only capital 1 thnt a working man has to depend upon ismuch aggravated by certain imputations which seem to have health and strength, and when deprived of that capital by

been suggested against Mrs. Weir during the trial, but which sickness or accident, what would be the fate of thousands of
she indignantly denied. The jury returned a verdict for the our workmen were such institutions as this not in existence? I

plaintiff, with &pound;200 damages, expressing at the same time should indeed be glad to see the funds of the Infirmary and of
their disgust at the conduct of the police on the occasion in 

this charity so prosperous as to admit of the 150 beds of the<> 
one and the 51 beds of the other always being available. Howquestion. 

., easily could this be accomplished by a united effort on the part
The conduct of the surgeon in this case was obviously as in- of masters and men ! There are 30,000 working men in bhef-

discreet as it was illegal. A little reiiection might teach any tield. If each would give a penny a week, it would raise every
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year the large sum of X6500 for division between the sister
charities. But I not only ask the men to give, but the m;isters
to undertake the collection of the mighty penny, for I have
found that no great success ha attended our efforts unless the
masters lend a helping hand. I cannot deny myself the plea-
sure of expressing to the werkly and daily press of Sheffield my
deep sense of the obligation we are under for the powerful aid
afforded in placing before the public the advantages of a second
hospital for Sheffield, and bt for the press I much question if
an end so desirable could ever have been obtained."

AUSTRALIAN DAINTIES.

How far the voracious appetite of the million mouths of
modern Babylon may insist on extending the list of edib’es
only a wild imagination can conjecture, or searching natural
science divine. The meat of the eland, the horse, and the ass,
have already been pronounced excellent. Letters from Aus-
tralia open up the vista of a more varied and heterogeneous
bill of fare. A banquet of a remarkable charac er had been
held at Melbourne. It was given under the auspices of an
Acclimatization Society set on foot by Mr. Edward Wilson, who
has rendered great service to the colony of Vteturia by intro-
ducing foreign animals, game, and singing birds. The Society,
which is described as being now numerous and including several
active members, served up a number of the native animals,
birds, and fishes. The carte comprised kangaroo, wallaby,
wombat, bandicoot, opossum, and porcupine, amongst the

animals; black swan, wild turkey, paroquet, water-hens, and
wattle-birds, amongst the fowl; and most of the fish of the
Australian salt and fresh waters. Surely this is deserving the
attention of Mr. Lowe and Mr. Buckland, the active and intel-
ligent secretaries of the Acclimatization Society of England,
who should by no means waste all their valuable energies in
holding meetings, and reading and writing interesting reports.

THE ILLNESS OF THE PRINCE CONSORT.

THE force of the convictions expressed in a numerous corre-
spondence addressed to this journal, and the extent of the im-
pressions prevailing in the public mind, compel us to recur to 
the subject of the illness of the lamented Prince Consort. It is
generally strongly felt that an official account of that illness is
due to the nation, which so deeply mourns his sudden and un- 
expected loss. It is needless that we should recapitulate ail 
the grounds on which this respectful anxiety is founded. It is 

sufficient to observe that public attention has been fixed upon 
the facts, that the Prince’s illness was officially announced as 
gastric fever, that the first bulletin, issued on Wednesday, Dec.
Ilth, spoke of the fever as "unattended by unfavourable symp-
toms," and that on Saturday, Dec. 14’h, the Prince breathed
his last. It is perfectly understood that gastric fever, unat- ’,
tended with unfavourable symptoms, cannot usually prove so 
rapidly fatal, and the official accounts are, in fact, at present 
contradictory to.accepted facts in medical science. The articles 
published in THE LANCET of the following week and other 
journals were therefore read with great interest by the public, ’,
who there saw an intelligible explanation of the catastrophe.

These statements were made, however, upon no official autho-
rity ; but we thought it our duty to present to our readers
such information as was current in well-informed medical
circles. There remains a strong wish on the part of the

majority of the profession and the nation, that the official
attendants of the Prince should publish such an account of the
illness as may cover the discrepancies and manifold imperfec- 
tions of the bulletins. It is openly stated that the bulletins 
were not issued as written; that in that already alluded to
the word "hitherto," standing before ’’unattended by un-
favourable symptoms" was struck out by an illustrious per.-on
with her own hand. These and other reports, which are by
no means idle gossip, but statements on excellent authority,

are additional reasons why the attendants of the Prince shonk!. allow us to give to the medical world an authentic report of
that illness in which their devoted and most able services
wre thus employed, and in which the whole nation is so

profoundly interested.

ON THE CHEMICAL PROPERTIES OF
SNAKE-STONE.

AN ANSWER TO A QUERY OF SIR EDWARD BULWER LYTTON
IN " A STRANGE STORY."

THOMAS CLIFFORD DAVIES, M.D.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-In reply to Sir Edward’s query (vide All the Year

Round, p. 294), L beg to state that snake-stones are not pecu-
liar to Corfu or Ceylon; such stones, or rather repnted stones,
are to be found also in South Africa, carefully preserved and
highly valued by the descendants of several of the old Dutch
colonists, by whom they were purchased, at a high price, from
the ahorigines or Hottentots.

Their mode of applying them is exactly the same as described
by P. M. Colqnhon; but mstead of being thrown into milk, in
South Africa they are dropped into a glassful of the patient’s
urine; whereupon, should a bubble or two ascend to the sur-
face of the fluid, the cure is considered perfect.
On examining the two lent me, I found them both to be

composed of hone, and porous; consequently possessing the
virtue of capillary attraction or suction, and no other.

I here was nothiug original in my examination, as I found
out afterwards ; and if Sir Edward, or any of his numerous
readers, will refer to that old but most excellent work of
Barrow, on South Africa and the Cape of Good Hope, they
will find the Margraves of that country most effectually un-
masked, and, as in my own cases, their vaunted talisman re-
duced to a simple piece of hone, instead of being a mystic
snake-stone.-I am, Sir, your obedient servant.

Bury, Lancashire, Dec. 21st, 1861.

PURE MUSTARD.

ARTHUR H. HASSALL, M.D.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I am glarl to perceive that some of the principal manu-
facturers have taken up in earnest the subject of genuine mus-
tard. In my published writings I have always insisted upon
two points:-

First, that genuine mustard should be supplied by the manu-
facturers to the public, so that those who prefer the pure and
unmixed article may be able to obtain it.

Second, that the ordinary mixed mustard should be distin-
guislied by some designation or intimation that the article in
question is not composed wholly of the farina of mustard, but
is a mixture.

Messrs, J. and J. Colman, I am pleased to find, have adopted
both these suggestions, and have brought out two or three
qualities of pure mustard, and now designate the mixbd article
" mustard condiment," and warrant it free from injurious
admixture. This example will no doubt be followed by other
manufacturers, to the great benefit of the public generally.
Genuine mustard is of course s ronger, and consequently

goes much further, than the mixed article; the only disadvan-
tage is that, when made, it becomes discoloured rather quickly
- a fault which is avoided by preparing a small quantity only

at a time. As coffee, to be really good, should be fresh roasted,
so mustard, to be pungent, should be fresh made.

1 remain. Sir. vour obedient servant.

Wimpole-street, Dec. 1861.

PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE.

(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

M. TROUSSEAU is continuing his course of clinical lectures at
the Hotel lJieu, and on Saturday (7th) dwelt principally on
the subject of Infantile Brain Fever. " The death this morn-

ing of a little child in our wards," he remarked, " reminds me
of a subject on which I have long intended to address you,-
namely, the Encephalo-Meningitis of Children. Few diseases
vary more widely in their distinctive characters than this.

Each case presents for the most part its own special and de6-


